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Narcoterrorism: When Drug Trafficking
and Terrorism Converge
By Worley (Lee) Reed

Narcoterrorism is a term that cap-
tures a dangerous fusion: the inter-
section of drug trafficking and ter-
rorism. While often associated with
distant conflicts or headline-
grabbing cartels, narcoterrorism is
a global phenomenon with real im-
plications for national security, re-
gional stability, and everyday citi-
zens. Understanding what it is—
and why it matters—helps clarify
why governments, law enforce-
ment, and international partners
treat it as a critical threat.

What Is Narcoterrorism? At its
core, narcoterrorism refers to the
use of drug trafficking to fund ter-
rorist activities or the use of terror-
ist tactics to advance drug traffick-

ing objectives. The relation-
ship works both ways. Ter-
rorist groups may rely on
narcotics production, smug-
gling, and extortion to fi-
nance operations. Converse-
ly, powerful drug organiza-
tions may employ terror—
assassinations, bombings,
mass intimidation—to con-
trol territory, coerce govern-
ments, or silence opposition.
The term gained promi-
nence in the late 20th centu-
ry, particularly in Latin
America, where insurgent
groups and drug cartels
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Narcoterrorism: When Drug Trafficking and
Terrorism Converge

blurred the lines between politi-
cal violence and organized
crime. Today, the concept ap-
plies far beyond one region.

Drug trafficking is attractive to
extremist and violent organiza-
tions for one simple reason: it
generates enormous, relatively
reliable revenue. In areas with
weak governance, rugged ter-
rain, or ongoing conflict, nar-
cotics can be cultivated, pro-
cessed, and moved with limited
oversight. Profits are then used
to purchase weapons, recruit
fighters, bribe officials, and sus-
tain propaganda and operations.
Terrorist tactics, meanwhile,
serve criminal goals. Fear dis-
courages cooperation with au-
thorities, deters rivals, and
keeps local populations compli-
ant. In some cases, communities
are caught between the violence
of armed groups and the ab-
sence of effective state protec-
tion.

Global Examples

e Latin America: Armed
groups in parts of Colombia his-
torically combined ideological
insurgency with cocaine pro-
duction and trafficking, using
kidnappings and bombings to
pressure the state while financ-
ing their campaigns through
drugs.

e South and Central Asia: In
regions where opium produc-
tion is prevalent, extremist or-
ganizations have taxed, protect-
ed, or directly managed narcot-
ics networks to fund insurgent

activities.

e  West Africa: Trafficking corri-
dors for cocaine and other drugs
have overlapped with areas affected
by militant violence, creating mutu-
ally reinforcing criminal and ex-
tremist ecosystems.

These examples illustrate that narco-
terrorism adapts to local conditions,
exploiting poverty, corruption, and
instability wherever they exist.

Narcoterrorism is more than a law
enforcement issue; it is a strategic
threat. Drug-funded violence under-
mines democratic institutions,
erodes the rule of law, and destabi-
lizes entire regions. It can over-
whelm local police, corrupt political
systems, and force civilians to flee
their homes.

For countries far from production
zones, the effects still resonate.
Drugs move across borders into con-
sumer markets, fueling addiction
and public health crises. Illicit mon-
ey is laundered through global fi-
nancial systems. Violence abroad
can translate into migration pres-
sures, transnational crime, and secu-
rity risks at home.

Combating narcoterrorism is com-
plex because it sits at the crossroads
of crime, ideology, economics, and
governance. Military force alone is
insufficient. Successful strategies
typically combine:

e Targeted law enforcement to dis-
rupt trafficking networks and finan-
cial flows
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¢ Intelligence cooperation across
borders to track people, money, and
materials

e Judicial and anti-corruption re-
forms to strengthen institutions

e Economic and social develop-
ment to reduce reliance on illicit
economies. Public health approach-
es to reducing demand for narcotics
in consumer countries When these
elements are fragmented or under-
resourced, narcoterrorist groups ex-
ploit the gaps.

As long as there is high demand for
illegal drugs and regions where
governance is weak, narcoterrorism
will remain a persistent threat.
Emerging technologies, cryptocur-
rencies, encrypted communications,
and drones—are already changing
how these groups operate, making
detection and disruption more chal-
lenging.

Awareness is a crucial first step. By
understanding narcoterrorism not as
a distant or abstract concept, but as
a real-world convergence of crime
and violence, policymakers and citi-
zens alike can better support com-
prehensive responses. Addressing
narcoterrorism ultimately means
confronting both sides of the equa-
tion: the terror that destabilizes so-
cieties and the illicit drug econo-
mies that finance it. O
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When Media Bias Becomes a Democratic Threat

By Joyce Reed

A functioning democracy depends
on something deceptively simple: an
informed public. Citizens don’t need
to agree on everything—far from it—
but they do need access to reliable
information, shared facts, and a press
corps committed to truth over tribal-
ism. Increasingly, that foundation is
cracking. Biased news media, once a
fringe concern, has become a central
threat to democratic stability.

This isn’t about one network, one
newspaper, or one ideology. It’s about
a structural shift in how information is
produced, packaged, and consumed.
And unless we confront it, the conse-
quences will continue to ripple
through every election, every institu-
tion, and every civic conversation.

The Business Model That Rewards
Outrage

Modern media doesn’t simply report
the news—it competes for attention in
an economy where attention is curren-
cy. Outrage, fear, and emotional in-
tensity keep people watching, click-
ing, and sharing. Balanced reporting
rarely goes viral. Nuance doesn’t
trend.

So outlets lean into what works:

. Stories framed to provoke
anger

Continued on Page 4
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When Media Bias Becomes a Democratic Threat

. Headlines engineered for
emotional reaction

. Panels designed to gener-
ate conflict rather than clarity

This isn’t journalism—it’s perfor-
mance. And when news becomes
entertainment, the public becomes
an audience rather than a partici-
pant in democracy.

Echo Chambers and the Death of
Dialogue

One of the most corrosive effects
of biased media is the creation of
ideological echo chambers. People
gravitate toward outlets that affirm
their worldview, and algorithms
reinforce that preference until dis-
senting information all but disap-
pears.

Inside these bubbles, two danger-
ous things happen:

1. Misinformation spreads
unchecked.

When everyone around you agrees,
falsehoods feel like facts.

2. Opponents become ene-
mies.

When you never hear the other
side’s reasoning, you assume they
have none.

A democracy cannot survive when
citizens stop seeing each other as

legitimate participants in the political
process. Biased media accelerates that
breakdown by feeding division and re-
warding tribal loyalty over civic re-
sponsibility.

The Fragmentation of Shared Reality

Democracy requires a common baseline
of truth. Not uniform opinions—just
agreement on what is real. But biased
media fractures that shared reality by
presenting different versions of the
same events.

One outlet emphasizes one set of facts.
Another highlights a different set. A
third omits context entirely. Before
long, citizens aren’t debating solutions;
they’re debating the existence of the
problem itself.

When people cannot agree on what
happened, they cannot agree on what
should happen next. Policy becomes
impossible. Compromise becomes un-
thinkable. And democratic institutions
become targets rather than tools.

The Trust Crisis

As media bias becomes more visible,
trust in journalism collapses. But dis-
trust doesn’t lead people to seek better
information—it often pushes them to-
ward even more partisan sources, con-
spiracy-driven platforms, or influencers
with no editorial standards at all.

This creates a vicious cycle:
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. Biased media erodes trust

. Low trust drives people to un-
reliable sources

. Unreliable sources deepen po-
larization
. Polarization increases demand

for biased media

Democracy cannot function in an envi-
ronment where citizens believe that
every institution is lying to them. Trust
is not a luxury—it is the oxygen of
self-government.

Why This Matters Now

The stakes are higher than ever. Elec-
tions are increasingly shaped by narra-
tives rather than facts. Public debates
are shaped by emotion rather than evi-
dence. And political identity has be-
come so intertwined with media con-
sumption that challenging a false claim
can feel like a personal attack.

When media bias becomes normalized,
democratic norms become optional.
And once those norms erode, rebuild-
ing them is far harder than preserving
them.

A Path Back to Democratic Health

The solution isn’t censorship or forced
neutrality. It’s a recommitment—to
journalism, to civic responsibility, and
to critical thinking.

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPORT OF INJURED
SURVIVORS OF TERRORISM, INC.

When Media Bias Becomes a Democratic Threat

Media organizations must:

. Prioritize transparency in
sourcing and editorial decisions

. Separate news reporting from
commentary

. Resist the financial incentives
of sensationalism

Citizens must:

. Diversify their news sources
. Question framing, not just
facts

. Recognize when emotion is

being used as a tool
Educators and civic leaders must:

. Teach media literacy as a
core democratic skill

. Encourage healthy skepticism
without sliding into cynicism

Democracy is not self-sustaining. It
requires informed citizens who can
distinguish between information and
manipulation. Biased news media
blurs that line, and the cost is meas-
ured not in ratings or clicks, but in the
health of the republic itself.

If we want a democracy capable of
solving real problems, we must first
rebuild a culture capable of recogniz-
ing real truth. O
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MEDIR SENSATIONALISM

HOW CONTROVERSY DRIVES RATINGS

0

TRUTHFUL REPORTING:
even when it hurts
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85 Years Since
Kristallnacht,
Holocaust Survivors

Say They Once Again
Feel Unsafe As Jews

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPORT OF INJURED
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The Growing Threat of Antisemitism in the United States

Antisemitism in the United States has
entered a dangerous new chapter.
Once considered a fringe undercur-
rent, anti-Jewish hatred has surged
into mainstream visibility, leaving
Jewish communities increasingly anx-
jous about their safety and the na-
tion’s democratic health. Recent sur-
veys, legislative debates, and com-
munity responses all point to the
same conclusion: antisemitism is rising
sharply, and its impact is being felt
across generations, geographies,

and political lines.
A Climate of Fear and Vulnerability

Nearly two-thirds of Jewish Ameri-
cans say they feel less safe than they
did a year ago, according to the
American Jewish Committee’s latest
annual survey. Even more alarming,
about one-third report having been
personally targeted—whether in
person or online. Almost one-fifth say
they have considered leaving the
country due to antisemitism, a num-
ber that has climbed dramatically in

recent years.

Young Jews are particularly vulnera-
ble: nearly half of those aged 18—
29 say they’ve been targets of anti-
semitism. This generational exposure
is reshaping how younger Jewish
Americans navigate public spaces,
social media, and even their educa-

tional environments.
A Post—October 7 Spike

The October 7, 2023 Hamas attack

By Bret Reed

on Israel marked a turning point. In the
months that followed, antisemitic incidents
in the U.S. surged to unprecedented lev-
els. Hate crimes, harassment, and online
hate speech all spiked, with social media
platforms amplifying antisemitic narra-

tives at a scale never seen before.

This rise has not been confined to any
single region. High-profile attacks have
occurred in Pennsylvania, Washington,
D.C., and Colorado, underscoring the na-

tional scope of the threat.
Communities on the Move

The climate has become so fraught that
some Jewish families are relocating in
search of safer, more welcoming environ-
ments. In Dallas, for example, Jewish day
schools are seeing significant growth as
families from states like California seek
communities where they feel more secure
and supported. Many cite rising antisemi-
tism as a major factor in their decision to

move.
Government and Local Responses

The rise in antisemitism has prompted a
wave of legislative and policy respons-

es—some welcomed, others controversial.

New York City has launched a dedicated
task force to combat antisemitism, signal-
ing a more assertive approach from city

leaders.

Florida lawmakers have debated the cre-
ation of a state task force to track antise-
mitic incidents, though the proposal has

faced criticism over concerns about reli-
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gious favoritism. societies. When anti-Jewish hatred rises, .'1

it signals deeper fractures—erosion of FREEDUM OF &
Parkland, Florida is considering adopting shared truth, weakening of social cohe- ’ REUGIUN

the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism
into city law, citing a “persistent, perva-
sive, and disturbing” rise in anti-Jewish
hatred.

These efforts reflect a growing recogni-
tion that antisemitism is not merely a cul-
tural problem but a public-safety and

civil-rights issue.
Why Antisemitism Is Rising

Experts point to several overlapping driv-

ers:

Geopolitical flashpoints, especially the
Israel-Hamas conflict, which often spill

into domestic discourse.

Social media amplification, where antise-
mitic tropes spread rapidly among

younger users.

Political polarization, which has normal-
ized extremist rhetoric and emboldened

hate groups.

Historical illiteracy, as fewer Americans
receive education on the Holocaust, Jew-
ish history, or the roots of antisemitism.
Scholars argue that reversing this trend
will require renewed investment in civics,

history, and religious literacy.
A Warning for American Democracy

Antisemitism is often described as a

“canary in the coal mine” for democratic

sion, and emboldening of extremist ide-
N

The AJC’s State of Antisemitism in Amer-
ica report warns that the nation has
reached a “tipping point.” One-third of
American Jews being targeted in a sin-
gle year is not just a statistic—it is a
national alarm bell.

Where We Go From Here

Confronting antisemitism requires more

than reactive measures. It demands:

Stronger education on Jewish history

and the Holocaust

Clear, consistent condemnation of anti-

semitism across political lines

Better monitoring and enforcement

against hate crimes

Responsible content moderation on so-

cial media platforms

Community-level engagement to rebuild WE DONT

trust and solidarity

TOLEPATE
HATE HERE

The rise of antisemitism is not solely a

Jewish issue—it is an American one.

How the nation responds will shape not
only the safety of Jewish communities
but the health of American democracy
itself. O
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The NOVA 52nd Annual Training Event will be held at the Westgate Hotel in Las Vegas,
Nevada (3000 Paradise Rd, Las Vegas, NV 89109). July 21-23, 2026

Book Your Room: Attendees MUST use the passkey link provided in their registration confir-
mation to book in the NOVA room block with the government rate ($126 plus tax). Note:
NOVA is not affiliated with third party booking sites. More details see www.trynova.org

e Geee e Secp
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wrin ' [{ate 00 one,
Luther ,
no matter how much they've
wronged you. Live humbly,

no matter how wealthy you become.

King

Think positively, no matter how
hard life is. Give much, even if

you've been given little. Forgive
all, especially yourself. and

never stop praying for the
best for everyone.
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ASSIST

Memorabilia

The ASSIST memorabilia below are available from ASSIST, 4371 Dinner Lake Blvd, Lake
Wales, Florida 33859. Please add $4.50 to your total order for shipping and handling. All

profits from the sales of items goes to support terrorism survivors.

ASSIST Hat Adjustable $10.00

ASSIST T-Shirt $10.00 L and XL Based on Availability of Size
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e ASSIST Cellene
Jan 1—New Year’s Day Mar 17—St Patrick’s Day
Jan 17—Pipe Bomb discovered in Spokane, Washington Note: If we inadvertently omit an important date,
2011. Bomb would have exploded in a crowd at a Martin please contact us and we will correct it.

Luther King rally

Jan 19—Martin Luther King Day

Jan 24—Fraunces Tavern Bombing New York City 1975
Feb—-Black History Month

Feb 2—Ground Hog Day

Feb 14—Valentines Day

Feb 16—President’s Day

Feb 22—Washington’s Birthday

Mar —Women'’s History Month

Mar 8—Daylight Savings Time (maybe the last time)

Miss Gloria details the struggles and triumphs of a wonderful lady blind-
ed by the Al Qaeda attack on the United States Embassy, Nairobi, Ken-
ya on August 7, 1998. We highly recommend this book as a must-read.

The book is available from the publisher: Redemption Press, 1730 Rail-

road St, Enumclaw, WA 98022 www.redemption-press.com as well as on

Amazon Dot Com. http://www.amazon.com/Miss-Gloria-Terrorism-Ellen-
o ik Bomer/dp/1414113668 /ref=sr 1 32
ie=UTF8&qid=1431978093&sr=8-3&keywords=Miss+Gloria

UB Wealth
Management

If you are seeking someone to help you manage

your terrorism compensation or other funds, UBS has
helped us find creative and safe investments. Our
contact is Ms. Holidae Hayes, telephone: (202) 585-
5372.
ASSIST has a new website: http://

This is an unpaid endorsement by the ASSIST Staff, and does not necessarily

WWW.GSSiSf-SUrViVO rs.orqg . reflect the opinion of the ASSIST Board or ASSIST membership.
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BIOGRAPHY/AUTOBIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR

Ten percent of the proceeds from this book go directly to organizations that
honor the injured American military women and men, from their darkest d
to every step of their recovery. We need to do all we can to protect their family

union and the future of their children.

——— - S—
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A Dance Amongst the Flames is a highly recommended new book about the unique experiences of a terrorism survivor. The book is
available at your local bookstore or through Amazon® at https: //www.amazon.com/Dance-Amongst-Flames-Foreign-Born-
Victimization/dp /0578581515 /ref=sr 1 12
crid=20YCO1N2RX455&keywords=a+dance+amongst+the+flames+by+yasemintpressley&qid=1576686264&sprefix=A+Dan
ce+Am%2Caps%2C1608&sr=8-1 . A preview of the book can be found on Youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iki9HkO18I8 .
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WE ARE ON THE WEB!
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The Helping Hand is published by email. If you know someone who should receive a copy of our newsletter, please

either forward it to her /him or print it out for them. This publication is free and not subject to sale or resale. If you

either wish to be added to our email list or want to removed from it, please email us at wleereed@msn.com. Note: The

opinions expressed here by the authors are his or her own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the ASSIST Board

and membership. O



