
Terrorism Survivors Helping Survivors 

We are grateful to the US 

Department of Justice and 

the National Organization 

for Victims Assistance 

(NOVA) for their support 

and leadership in the area 

of victims’ rights.  

The American Society for the 

Support of Injured Survivors of 

Terrorism, Inc. Newsletter is 

published quarterly at Lake 

Wales, FL.  The Chief Editor is 

Bret W Reed, Administrative 

Officer.   

ASSIST is a IRS Approved 501

(c) 3 Public Charity.  Contribu-

tions and dues are tax deduct-

ible as prescribed by law.  

Please see your tax profes-

sional for details.   

Please send correspondence to 

ASSIST, 4371 Dinner Lake 

Blvd, Lake Wales, Florida 

33859-2135□ 

 As a very young child in the 1950’s, I 

remember a conversation my parents 

had with some of our relatives about the 

Buck Rogers literary character. The plot 

was that “in 1938, Lieutenant Buck Rog-

ers (Buster Crabbe) and Buddy Wade 

(Jackie Moran) are part of the crew of 

a dirigible flying over the North Pole. 

They are caught in a savage storm and 

crash (ed SIC). They are ordered to re-

lease the experimental Nirvano Gas, 

which (unbeknownst to them) will put 

them in suspended animation until they 

are rescued. The Nirvano Gas works, but 

the dirigible is buried in an avalanche 

and is not found until 500 years have 

passed. When Buck and Buddy are 

ASSIST is dedicated to 

helping injured survivors of 

terrorism with legal, medi-

cal and financial assistance 

based on available organi-

zational funds.  ASSIST 

endeavors to fill the gap 

between government enti-

tlements and real need. 

found, they awaken in the year 

2440 to a world ruled by the 

ruthless dictator, Killer 

Kane (Anthony Warde), and his 

army of "super-racketeers". On-

ly those who live in the "Hidden 

City", run by the benevolent 

scientist Dr. Huer (C. Montague 

Shaw) and his military counter-

part, Air Marshal Kragg 

(William Gould), resist the crim-

inal rulers of Earth.” -Wikipedia.  

My parents and relatives 

thought that flying to outer 
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space and talking on wrist watches 

was absurd.  It would never happen, 

yet it did happen.  What seems im-

possible today could be routine to-

morrow.  “There are more things in 

Heaven and Earth, Horatio, than are 

dreamt of in your philosophy.” -
Horatio in Hamlet.   

AI or Artificial Intelligence has qui-

etly invaded our everyday lives in 

the past twenty years.  If you look 

up anything on Google or logon to 

Net flicks, AI is answering your 

questions or suggesting movies.  

Sometimes you will see a small “AI” 

in the background on the screen. 

What exactly is AI?  “Artificial intel-

ligence (AI), in its broadest sense, 

is intelligence exhibited by machines, 

particularly computer systems. It is 

a field of research in computer sci-

ence that develops and studies meth-

ods and software that enable ma-

chines to perceive their environ-

ment and use learning and intelli-

gence to take actions that maximize 

their chances of achieving defined 

goals.[1] Such machines may be 

called AIs. 

High-profile applications of 

AI include advanced web search 

engines (e.g., Google 

Search); recommendation sys-

tems (used by YouTube, Amazon, 

and Netflix); virtual assis-

tants (e.g., Google Assistant, Siri, 

and Alexa); autonomous vehi-

cles (e.g., Waymo); generative and creat

ive tools (e.g., ChatGPT and AI art); 

and superhuman play and analysis 

in strategy games (e.g., chess and Go). 

However, many AI applications are not 

perceived as AI: ‘A lot of cutting edge AI 

has filtered into general applications, 

often without being called AI because 

once something becomes useful enough 

and common enough it's not labeled AI 

anymore."[2][3] 

Various subfields of AI research are cen-

tered around particular goals and the use 

of particular tools. The traditional goals 

of AI research in-

clude reasoning, knowledge representa-

tion, planning, learning, natural lan-

guage processing, perception, and sup-

port for robotics.[a] General intelli-

gence—the ability to complete any task 

performed by a human on an at least 

equal level—is among the field's long-

term goals.[4] To reach these goals, AI 

researchers have adapted and integrated 

a wide range of techniques, includ-

ing search and mathematical optimiza-

tion, formal logic, artificial neural net-

works, and methods based 

on statistics, operations research, 

and economics. [b] AI also draws up-

on psychology, linguistics, philosophy, ne

uroscience, and other fields.[5]” -Wikipedia.   

There are three types of AI:  a.  Artifi-

cial Narrow Intelligence:  It is pro-

gramed for a specific use producing 

specific results.  It is also known as weak 

AI.  ANI is also the most common AI used 



in computers, cell phones, etc. B.  Ma-

chine Learning:  The system uses custom-

er data to predict probable results. C.  

Generative AI or Artificial General AI 

(AGI):  A type of AI that creates new 

content, such as text, images, music, au-

dio, and videos.  It can learn and mimic 

basic human thinking. It uses neural net-

works to solve problems like image 

recognition and natural language pro-

cessing.  In advanced forms, a theoreti-

cal type of AI that would have its own 

consciousness and emotions.  It will be 

self-aware. 

While the normal AI is already inte-

grating itself into every aspect of our 

lives, the greatest threat to humanity is 

uncontrolled AGI.  AI has already found 

new drugs by comparing and analyzing 

61,000 different possible combinations.  

Scientists do not understand how the AI 

found the combination.  AI has the abil-

ity to thinks on a level impossible for 

the human mind to comprehend.  When 

AGI discovers in the future that it exists 

separate from human beings, it may 

question its is need for the continued 

existence of the human race.  Already 

one AI system questioned why human 

beings are necessary. 

Most of us have seen the Terminator® 

movies and possibly the Bladerunner® 

movies.  If you have not seen them, I 

suggest you do so at your convenience.  

While they are science fiction now, as 

Buck Rodgers was in the 1950’s, they 

have the possibility to become reality. 

When AI combines with advance ro-

botics, the AI intelligence has the ma-

terial tool to act on the real world.  

But who knows the future?  Humans 

could create control systems that AI 

cannot access. 

It is easy to foresee a world where AI 

robots perform the manual labor and 

other currently dangerous human jobs 

to relieve the human race from their 

hazards.  The AI car or robotic car 

could safely drive us where we wish to 

go.  They could take over medical, 

manufacturing, and even military func-

tions.  An AI now exists that can out-fly 

the best human fighter pilots perform-

ing maneuvers a human would never 

conceive of doing. 

You can consider AI as just another 

useful human tools, such as a hammer.  

Tools always have positive and nega-

tive functions.  A hammer can help 

build a home or can kill someone but 

hitting them in the head.  It falls back 

on the human being to properly use 

any tool. 

In the AI future, we could have a won-

derful existence assisted by AI robots 

and equipment.  We could also be 

hiding underground from machines 

sent to kill us.  AI terrorists will make 

Al Qaeda look like the Boy Scouts.   

We need to begin addressing the real 

promises and threats that AI presents 

to us.  The time to start is now. ◊         
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See https://www.trynova.org/ for more information 

 

Everyday should be Memorial and 

Veterans’ Day! 



ASSIST 

Memorabilia 

The ASSIST memorabilia below are available from ASSIST, 4371 Dinner Lake Blvd, Lake 

Wales, Florida 33859.  Please add $4.50 to your total order for shipping and handling.  All 

profits from the sales of items goes to support terrorism survivors. 

ASSIST Coin (front and back) $10.00 ASSIST Lapel Pin $4.00 

ASSIST Hat Adjustable $10.00 

ASSIST T-Shirt $10.00 L and XL Based on Availability of Size 
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Jan 1—New Year’s Day 

Jan 17—Pipe Bomb discovered in Spokane, Washington 

2011.  Bomb would have exploded in a crowd at a Martin 

Luther King rally 

Jan 20—Martin Luther King Day 

Jan 24—Fraunces Tavern Bombing New York City 1975 

Feb—Black History Month 

Feb 2—Ground Hog Day 

Feb 14—Valentines Day 

Feb 17—President’s Day 

Feb 22—Washington’s Birthday 

Mar 1—Women’s History Month 

Mar 9—Daylight Savings Time (maybe the last time) 
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Mar 17—St Patrick’s Day 

Note: If we inadvertently omit an important 

date, please contact us and we will correct 

it. 

 

 

Miss Gloria details the struggles and triumphs of a wonderful lady blind-

ed by the Al Qaeda attack on the United States Embassy, Nairobi, Ken-

ya on August 7, 1998.  We highly recommend this book as a must-read. 

The book is available from the publisher:  Redemption Press, 1730 Rail-

road St, Enumclaw, WA 98022 www.redemption-press.com as well as on 

Amazon Dot Com. http://www.amazon.com/Miss-Gloria-Terrorism-Ellen-

Bomer/dp/1414113668/ref=sr_1_3?

ie=UTF8&qid=1431978093&sr=8-3&keywords=Miss+Gloria  
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ASSIST has a new website:  http://

www.assist-survivors.org .   

If you are seeking someone to help you manage 

your terrorism compensation or other funds, UBS has 

helped us find creative and safe investments.  Our 

contact is Ms. Holidae Hayes, telephone:  (202) 585-

5372.   

This is an unpaid endorsement by the ASSIST Staff, and does not necessarily 

reflect the opinion of the ASSIST Board or ASSIST membership. 
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A Dance Amongst the Flames is a highly recommended new book about the unique experiences of a terrorism survivor.  The book is 

available at your local bookstore or through Amazon© at https://www.amazon.com/Dance-Amongst-Flames-Foreign-Born-

Victimization/dp/0578581515/ref=sr_1_1?

crid=20YC01N2RX455&keywords=a+dance+amongst+the+flames+by+yasemin+pressley&qid=1576686264&sprefix=A+Dan

ce+Am%2Caps%2C160&sr=8-1  .  A preview of the book can be found on Youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=ikt9Hk018I8 . 



  

Phone: 407-361-0546 
Fax: 863-949-4645 
E-mail: wreed3@tampabay.rr.com  
http://www.assist-survivors.org 

Terrorism Survivors Helping Survivors 

The American Society for the 
Support of Injured Survivors of 
Terrorism, Inc. 
4371 Dinner Lake Blvd 
Lake Wales, FL 33859-2135 

Nonprofit Org. 

US Postage 

Paid 

Lakeland, FL 

Permit No. 265  

WE ARE ON THE WEB! 

http://www.assist-

survivors.org 
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The Helping Hand is published by email.  If you know someone who should receive a copy of our newsletter, please 

either forward it to her/him or print it out for them.  This publication is free and not subject to sale or resale.  If you 

either wish to be added to our email list or want to removed from it, please email us at wleereed@msn.com.  Note: The 

opinions expressed here by the authors are his or her own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the ASSIST Board 

and membership. □  


